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15325 REGOLITH BRECCIA, GLASS-COATED  ST. 7 57.8 g 

INTRODUCTION: 15325 is a glassy regolith breccia, conspicuous by the vesicular pale 
green glass coat which covers more than half its surface (Fig. la).  Most of the breccia 
surface exposed is slicken-sided, and small patches of the glass coat overlie, hence post-
date, the slickensides (Fig. 1b).  The breccia itself contains glass, mineral, and debris in a 
glassy matrix.  Some of the glass coat has zap pits, especially 100 micron diameter pits at 
one end, but no pits are present outside the glass area.  15325 was collected as part of the 
rake sample from the northeast rim of Spur Crater. 

PETROLOGY: 15325 is a glassy breccia (Fig. 2) with a dense glassy matrix with a 
porosity lower than most Spur Crater regolith breccias.  It has a vaguely foliated or 
sheared appearance in thin sections.  It contains abundant glass debris, including green, 
colorless, yellow, and red.  Lithic clasts are small and include varied feldspathic breccias, 
glassy breccias, and KREEP basalts. The glass coat does not appear in thin sections. 

Fig. 1a 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 1b 


Figure 1. Pre-chip photos of 15325. Area marked with arrow on 1b is source of ,1 and ,2.  

(a) S-76-26844; b) S-76-26840 



 
 

 
 

 

Figure 2. Photomicrograph of general matrix in 15325,4.   

Transmitted light.  Width about 2mm.
 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHEMISTRY: Wanke et al. (1977) reported an analysis of the bulk breccia, including 
major, minor, and trace elements (Table 1, Fig. 3).  The composition is not unusual for a 
Spur Crater regolith breccia. 

PROCESSING AND SUBDIVISIONS: ,1 and ,2 were chipped from the slickensided 
area indicated in Figure 1. ,1 was partly used in producing thin sections ,4 and ,5.  ,2 was 
used for the chemical analysis.  The glass coat has not been allocated. 

Figure 3. Rare earths in bulk rock 15325 (Wanke et al., 1977).  



 

 

TABLE 15325-1. Bulk chemical analysis 


